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VOLUME 44

February 22, 2012 6:15 p.m.

February 26, 2012 8:00 a.m.

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 9:00 a.m.
9:15a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE

Worship Service - Chapel

Christian Education Hour - Nursery available
NewSong Worship Service - Chapel

Chapel Class

Worship Service — Sanctuary

First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation, and to bring about positive

changes in our community and world.

MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
MISSION PRIORITIES: 1) Be a Downtown Church; 2) Be One Church; 3) Guide and Lead People to the Possibilities of

Discipleship
FIRST ECUMENICAL SERVICE
LENT IS HOSTED AT
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

FOR YOU

Mark’s Gospel from Scratch Bible study
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. (2/21-3/27)

OR Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. (2/22-3/28)
(Jim Montgomery, leader)

OR Sundays, 9:00 a.m. (Youth Class)
(Chris Lawton, leader)

OR Sundays, 10:15 a.m. (Chapel Class)
(Tim Haworth, leader)

Ash Wednesday Service
6:15 p.m. (2/22)

Sandwich and Soup Suppers
Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 p.m. (2/29-4/4)
[$5 each or $15 per family—RSVP: 429-4195]

A Lenten Journey toward Easter 2012
Searching for Shalom by Ann Weems
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. (2/29-3/28)
Different stories and discussions weekly
(Mary Jo Comerford, leader)
Taizé Worship Services
Wednesdays, 6:15 p.m. (3/7 and 4/4)
Labyrinth in the Dining Room
Wednesday (4/4)

Lincoln Manor Volunteers

2650 North Monroe

Last Saturday of the Month

February 25, 9:30-10:30 a.m.

This is an opportunity to interact with residents, one
Saturday per month with a group from First
Presbyterian Church. We could certainly use a few
more volunteers to serve cookies, chat with the
residents, and sing favorite hymns. Please call the
church office or Debbie VanZant (422-2463) if you
are interested. You will be surprised how much fun
we have.

You are welcome to the first Lenten
Ecumenical service hosted by our church
this Sunday, February 26, at 4:00 p.m.
Fr. John Burnette from the Parish of Sts.
James and Patrick will preach. The
theme for the services is “Witnesses of
Christ.” There will be a time of
refreshments and fellowship after each
service. The next four ecumenical
services are listed on page 3 of Tower
Notes.

Caregivers’ Support Group
Time Change

Because of this Sunday’s Ecumenical

Service, the Caregivers’ Support Group
will be moved to 3:00 p.m. in the chapel
so that you may attend the 4:00 service.

Annual Community

Prayer Breakfast

February 29, 2012, 7:00-8:00 a.m.

Knights of Columbus Hall — Tickets $5 ea.
Deadline is Friday, February 24, 4:00 p.m.
Call 422-2200 or www.decaturchamber.com

FEED THE HUNGRY - February 25

First United Methodist, 201 W. North St., needs
donations of desserts to feed the hungry for
lunch at noon this Saturday. You can deliver
pies (no cream, please), cakes or cookies from
9:30-11:30 to 201 W. North St. They would also
like to have serving assistance for Dinner
Downtown if you are free from 11:30 to 1:00.



OUR CHURCH FAMILY E-mail articles to:
PRAYER CONCERNS: | amcelder@comcast.net

Rex Spires, home

Laura Lycan

Jeannie Rade

Phil Smith is scheduled for a second eye surgery on
February 28.

Nancy Hutchison, wife of Larry Hutchison, pastor of
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Decatur, had a heart
attack and is in intensive care.

A memorial service for Fred A. Rendfeld will be Saturday,
March 24, at 2:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church.

NEW MEMBERS
INTRODUCED IN
FEBRUARY

An official welcome to
Brett Eisenhauer, who
was received at our
10:30 service this
month with her mother,
Beth Bachtold- an
Associate Professor of
Humanities at Parkland
College. Brett attends
Mahomet-Seymour High School and enjoys playing
soccer and reading. She was glad to participate in
last year’s trip to Montreat and likes helping with
childcare at church. We’re glad you are both here at
First Pres.

THANK YOU

When the chips are down, you can gamble on the
people of First Pres. to help you get through adversity.
(I've been witness to this before.) Thanks for the many
kindnesses including Fiala’s anniversary flowers, cards,
calls, and surprise food on the back porch. This was
topped off by a lavender prayer shawl that reminds us of
God’s love in keeping us warm. We are lucky to have each
other.
Jody Hantel

First Presbyterian (NewSong Sunday Mission)

Thanks to you and your crew for the wonderful job of
painting the hallway at the shelter! It made such a
difference. It was like magic from Friday afternoon to the
transformation Monday morning. But | know it was hard
work by dedicated folks!

Thanks again,
Barb Blakey, DOVE Inc.

With gratitude we say “thank you” for your recent gift to
Dove, Inc. of cards. Your support of Dove supports the
many individuals and families seeking services. Your
generosity and willingness to support our organization that
reaches so many people across central lllinois is greatly
appreciated.

Jim Walters, Executive Director

Thank you to Elysa Montgomery, Susan Moore,
Nadine Wimmer and Cathy Force for helping with the
phones when Christl had her surgery. It made my days
brighter. Thank you for giving your time and sharing your
conversation. | appreciate you.

Ann Elder

VERY GOOD

February 26 SUNDAY GREETERS

Before Service After Service

#1 Tom and Nancy Force #1 Cheryl Thompson
#2 Julia Bright #3 Judy Blankenship
#3 Betty Zeaman #4 Ralph Czerwinski
#4 Cindy Wene #5 Lonnie Blankenship
Media Techs Food & Fellowship
Brenda Aymer Ruth Sublett

Norm Jensen Liz Jones

WOMEN'S NIGHT OUT
2SI

Thursday, February 23

Mi Pueblito , 1607 W. King

4™ Thursday —5:30 p.m.
R.S.V.P.429-4195

CHILDREN’S TURN

Hello! We are having a great month looking at
some of the parables that Jesus used to teach. This
past Sunday we looked at the three parables that
dealt with losing and then finding. We hope that all
our friends can make it this coming Sunday.

February's B.l.G. Theme - Stories Jesus Told
February's B.l.G. Idea - We believe that the stories
Jesus told help us know how to live.

February's Bible Verse - "But be doers of the word,
and not merely hearers, who deceive themselves."
James 1:22

February 26"s lesson - The Rich Fool

Vacation Bible School will be in July.

9 Those of you who would like to help,
please let me know. We are starting to
collect empty paper towel tubes, if you would like to
start saving them. Thanks!

Our prayer children this week are Paige and Shelby
Babcock. Please keep Paige, Shelby, and their
family in your prayers this week.

See you soon!
Marsha

Conve rsation on Race 2012
Thursday, March 1, 7:00pm
Kirkland Fine Arts Center, Millikin

University

The speaker for the evening is Tim Wise,
author of six books on racism and one of the
country ’'s leading anti -racist writers,
educators, and activists.

He will discuss “The Construction of Race

and Multicultural Identity”. The program is
free and open to the public.  Contact the
Center for Multicultural Affairs at 362 -6411
or e -mail cmsa@millikin.edu




Worship Highlights
February 26, 2012
First Sunday in Lent
Rev. Jim Montgomery, preaching
Rev. Miley Palmer, assisting
Dianne DeVore, 8:00 lay leader
Craig Mandernach, 10:30 lay leader

Sermon
The Beginning of the Gospel
(*1stin a Lenten Series on ‘The Gospel
According to Mark))

Scripture Lessons
Psalm 25:1-11
Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3
Mark 1:1-14

Hymns and Songs
Prepare the Way
O Lamb of God, Most Holy
Arise, Your Light Is Come!
0O Sing a Song of Bethlehem
Lord, Who throughout These Forty
Days

Lenten Ecumenical Service
4:00 p.m.

Scripture Lesson
Luke 23:33-43

Sermon
"Father, Forgive Them. They Know
Not What They Do."
Fr. John Burnette

Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given by
Nadine Wimmer in loving memory of Al
Wimmer and Alma and Leona Tillman.

February Ushers
Myung Kim, captain
Dan Austin
Rob Glenn
Jody Hantel-sub

Jim May
Charlie Platt-sub
Pat Smallwood
Jeanette Swartz
Mike Zia

Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles
and hymnals, as well as hearing aids,
are available for use
during worship.

Pastor'sPerspective . . . on “The Season of Lent”

Lent is a season of preparation for the celebration of Easter. The word
Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon lencten, which means “spring,” the
time of the lengthening of days. At first lent was a time to prepare new
converts for baptism on Easter Eve. They were taught the gospel
message and the Lord’s Prayer. They prayed, fasted, and did penance.
Eventually, Lent became a time of reflection and self-examination for all
Christians.

In our busy, secular world, Lent is a time of
renewal, a time to remember Jesus — to walk with
him in study, prayer, and service to others, and to
engage in personal and family worship. However,
during Lent Christians as the body of Christ also
need to come together to worship and study with
- others.

Your entire church staff has prepared opportunities for anyone and
everyone during this special season. My hope is that you will participate
in at least one activity in addition to regular Sunday morning worship. I'm
leading a Bible study on Mark’s Gospel and preaching a series of
sermons during Lent from Mark. Tim Haworth is also using the same
material for his Sunday morning classes at 9 and 10:15.

Cathy Force has made sure there are Lenten soups and sandwich
suppers every Wednesday evenings from 5:30 to 6:30. In addition to our
Ash Wednesday and Taizé services, she has also recruited Mary Jo
Comerford to lead a Lenten Study/Discussion. In determining what to
offer, Mary Jo had this to say, “My idea came from skimming through Ann
Weems’ Searching for Shalom. | like the concept of journey or path
and suggest a title like: A Lenten Journey toward Easter. [Our study
provides] an examination of one’s current journey in relation to the
modeling of Jesus on His earthly journey.”

I look forward to seeing you in worship, service and study,

Jim

ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
Sunday, February 26, 2012

9:00 Present Word — God’s Covenant — Unit lll, God’s
Redemption, focuses on discussion of “Fruits of Redemption”.
Scripture reading is Galatians 5:22-6:10. Ray Landon leads class
in the pastor’s office.

9:00 Everyday Issues Class — The new Executive Director of
DOVE, Jim Walters, will be the speaker.

9:00 Youth Class and 10:15 Chapel Class — The Chapel Class at
10:15 will begin the study “Mark’s Gospel from Scratch” this
Sunday. We will spend the Sundays of Lent discussing this
important gospel. The study is the same one offered on Tuesday
and Wednesday. All adults and youth are welcome to participate.
The 9:00 youth Sunday school class will also be working through
the Mark study. For more information, e-mail Tim at
timcowl@juno.com or call at 217-855-8582.

4:00 p.m.

Lenten Community Ecumenical Services

1ST

X PRES STRING
i;‘b BAND PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at

5:00PM — All levels welcome.
Call Doug at 521-1314.

“Wellsprings of

Life” Exercise
Tues., Thurs. at
4:00pm — Free

Feb 26 1% Sunday in Lent First Presbyterian Church
Fr. John Burnette (Sts. James’ & Patrick’s Church) preaches.
Mar 4 2" Sunday in Lent Prairie Ave. Christian Church
Rev. Samuel Hutson Il (Trinity CME Church) preaches.
Mar 11 3" Sunday in Lent Trinity CME Church
Rev. Vivian Clarington (St. Peter's AME Church) preaches.
Mar 18 4" Sunday in Lent First Lutheran Church
Rev. Jim Montgomery (First Presbyterian Church) preaches.
Mar 25 5" Sunday in Lent St. Peter's AME Church
Rev. Michael Hoy (First Lutheran Church) preaches.




What Is SUGARIing To Us?

Sugar has been in the
news lately described as
a “toxic, poison,
addictive substance”. A
team of University of
California, San Francisco
scientists have published
a paper about how the increased global consumption
of sugar is primarily responsible for the increase of
many chronic diseases. They show how excessive
sugar alters people’s biochemistry, making them
more vulnerable to diabetes, heart disease, obesity,
and even some cancers.

Americans eat or drink roughly 22 teaspoons of
sugar everyday - triple what they consumed 3
decades ago. It sneaks into our diet by such terms
as sucrose, glucose, fructose, maltose, hydrolyzed
starch, corn syrup. It makes people crave even
more sugar.

Because sugar has become so much a part of our
diet, many feel it needs to be confronted in 2 ways.
One is to encourage everyone to decrease their
consumption of sugar. The second is to develop
policies to increase the public awareness of the
dangers of excessive sugar intake, similar to those
used to reduce smoking rates.

This is not totally new information, but it is being
debated publically by scientists, health professionals
and the food industry. In the meantime, | would say
22 teaspoons is too much. We all need to pay
attention and reduce our sugar intake.

Remember — you don’t have to eat sweets to be
sweet!
Phyllis ,Parish Nurse

EASTER LILIES

We are taking Easter lily orders. If
you would like to purchase one in
honor or in memory of your loved
ones, you may call 429-4195, e-mail
fpdec@comcast.net or send in your
information with your check. Lilies
are $12.25 each.

Hot Jazz & Java
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GOOD SAMARITAN INN - March 1, 2012
Mark your calendar. The first Thursday of each month is
when First Presbyterian Church prepares and serves at
Good Sam. Hours are:

9-11 a.m. — food preparation

11-1 p.m. - serve

12-2 p.m. - clean up
The Inn operates solely on the good hearts of volunteers. It is
located at 920 N. Union Street.

Men'’s Bible Study Resumes
The 7 a.m. every Thursday
morning Bible study gathers in

" the dining room on Thursday,

March 1, to pursue the Word. Come share
the Bible and a donut or two. All men are
welcome.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

In addition to receiving the monthly reports of the
treasurer, standing committees, and program staff, at
its stated meeting on February 20, 2012, Session

x Appointed Peg Madden and Mike Zia as chairs
of the Stewardship Committee;

x Approved $43,000 in pledges by Mission
Committee to local agencies (Dove, Good
Samaritan Inn, MAX, Northeast Community
Fund, Oasis, and the Senior Center);

x Approved name change for the Adult
Discipleship Committee to the Adult Ministry
Team;

x Approved Lenten worship services be held on
Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2012 at 6:15
P.M. and on Maundy Thursday, April 5, 2012
at 7:00 P.M.

x Affirmed that the three regularly scheduled
worship services on Easter Sunday will be
held at 8:00, 9:15, and 10:30 A.M.

X Listened attentively and engaged in discussion
with the Parish Nurse Team as it made its
annual presentation to Session; and

x Addressed one of First Presbyterian Church’s
strategic priorities by engaging in a lively
discussion about what it means to “Be a
Downtown Church.”

DINNER AT THE GOOD SAMARITAN INN

Mark your calendar for SUNDAY, MARCH 4TH.
That is the day that our church will prepare and
serve Sunday dinner to the diners at the Good
Samaritan Inn. How can you help?

Help assemble the casserole, make salad, wrap
cookies, etc. We will meet at the Inn at 9:00.
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% { need a lot of cookies to serve over
‘ 200 guests of the Inn. You can
put them in the church freezer in
the 2" floor kitchen anytime between now and
Saturday, March 3rd (Mark them GOOD SAM
DINNER). Or you can deliver them to the
church on Sunday, March 4th by 9:00 or to the
Inn by 10:30.

Look for the sign-up sheet in the Gathering
Room this Sunday or call the church office to
indicate how you will participate. Thank you,
dear volunteers. We cannot serve 200+ hungry

people without your help.



